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I. Basis of the report 

1 . With regard to the elements of the International application (Replacement sheets which have been furnished to 
the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" 
and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70. 16 and 70, 17)): 
Description, pages: 

1-11 as originally filed 



2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the 
language in which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: . which is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23.1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the intemational application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 
55.2 and/or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the 
international preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ contained in the international application in written form. 

□ filed together with the intemational application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority In written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in 
the intemational application as filed has been furnished. 

□ The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence 
listing has been furnished. 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 

□ the drawings, sheets: 

5. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been 

considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)): 



Claims, No.: 



1-11 



as originally filed 
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(Any replacement sheet containing sucti amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this 
report.) 



6. Additional observations, if necessary: 



III. Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 

1 . The questions whether the claimed invention appears to be novel, to involve an inventive step (to be non- 
obvious), or to be industrially applicable have not been examined in respect of: 

IS the entire international application. 
□ claims Nos. . 



because: 



the said international application, or the said claims Nos. relate to the following subject matter which does 
not require an international preliminary examination (specify^: 



IS the description, claims or drawings (indicate particular elements beloW^ or said claims Nos. are so unclear 
that no meaningful opinion could be formed (specif^: 
see separate sheet 

□ the claims, or said claims Nos. are so inadequately supported by the description that no meaningful opinion 
could be formed. 

□ no international search report has been established for the said claims Nos. . 

2. A meaningful international preliminary examination cannot be carried out due to the failure of the nucleotide 
and/or amino acid sequence listing to comply with the standard provided for in Annex C of the Administrative 
Instructions: 

□ the written form has not been furnished or does not comply with the standard. 

□ the computer readable form has not been furnished or does not comply with the standard. 



V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 

Novelty (N) Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 1-11 

Inventive step (IS) Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 1 -1 1 

Industrial applicability (lA) Yes: Claims 1 -1 1 
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2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 



VIII. Certain observations on the international application 

The following observations on the clarity of the claims, description, and drawings or on the question whether the 
claims are fully supported by the description, are made: 
see separate sheet 
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Re Item III 

Non-est ablishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and 
industrial applicability 

I- Article 6 PCT: 

1.1: Claim 1 is concemed with an article comprising a film web material containing 
a polyolefinic homopolymer having an isotacticity of less than 60% of [mmmm] 
pentad concentration. 

According to claim 10 such a film web material is prepared by casting, extruding 
blowing and combinations thereof. 

In the general knowledge, the term web Implies that fibres of the selected 
homopolymer, woven or non woven, are orocessed to make a sheet . The various 
methods selected for preparing the "film web" according to claim 1 , are methods 
for makin o a film and not a web . Further the question arises if the expression "film 
web" could not also mean a laminate comprising a film and a web sheet. 
Thus, there is an internal inconsistency in the expression "film web". 

The applicant alleged that the wordings "film web material", "film" and film 
material" are used synonymously. But, having regard to the previous comments, 
this argument cannot be followed (see also the PCT Guidelines C III 4.1-4.3). 

However, in view of the tenn "film" disclosed on pages 6 and 7 and of the 
methods for manufacturing and further processing according to claims 10 and 1 1 
(see also the passage bridging pages 8 and 9), a provisionallv and non-bindina 
opinion on noveltv and inventive step will be drafted based on a subject- 
matter wherein the first element is a film- 



Re Item V 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or 
industrial applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

ll-Novelty 

Reference is made to the following documents: 

D1 : US-A-5 888 607 (ROGERS JOHN J ET AL) 30 March 1 999 (1 999-03-30) 



Form PCT/Separate Sheet/409 (Sheet 1) (EPO-April 1997) 



INTERNATIONAL PREuMINARY international application No. PCT/USOO/271 33 

EXAMINATION REPORT - SEPARATE SHEET 



D2: WO 95 25757 A (COATES GEOFFREY W ;UNIV LELAND STANFORD 

JUNIOR (US); WAYMOUTH ROBE) 28 September 1995 (1995-09-28) 
D3: WO 94 28066 A (SHELL OIL CO) 8 December 1 994 (1 994-1 2-08) 

2.1: D1, claims 1,4 and 5. discloses a soft fibrous loop material laminate 
comprising a loop layer formed from a sheet of fibres comprising predominantly 
polypropylene (co)polymers, and a backing layer comprising (co)polymers of 
propylene having an isotacticity of less than 70 % . According to claim 4, such a 
layer Is a film. 

The backing layer is preferably a polypropylene homopolymer or a copolymer 
(col.8, lines 8-13 and the materials listed on col. 10, line 64 and 11, lines 1 and 8 
and the Examples 20 and 21), which can be perfomried before applying onto the 
loop layer or coextruded! Hygienic articles are made therewith (col.1, I. 6-9). 
Novelty of the subject-matter of claims 1 to 11 cannot be acknowledged. 

2.2:D2 discloses the preparation of (co)polymers of propylene having isotactic 
pentad content ranging from [mmmm] = 6.3% to 71% (page 14, line 22 to p. 15, 
1.13). Thin films of films with elastomeric polypropylene having an isotactic pentad 
content [mmmm] of 30% are made. 

2.3: D3, the claims, discloses the preparation of elaatomeric polybutylene having 
a highly reduced level of crystallinity and an isotacticity of less than 70 %. Said 
polymers are suitable in films applications (Ex. 1 , page 9) 

III- Industrial applicability 

Films materials used hygienic articles or package articles. 
Re item Vlli 

Certain observations on the international application 
Further comments underarticle 6 PCT: 

1 : The relative expressions "stretchable" and "elastically extendible" used 
respectively in claims 2 and 3 have no well-recognised meaning and leaves the 
reader in doubt as to the meaning of the technical features to which they refer, 
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thereby rendering the definition of the subject-matter of said claims unclear (Ar- 
ticle 6 PCT and the Guidelines CI II 4.5). 

If these features are considered to have a limitative character, I.e if it has been 
introduced to exclude some films which do not solve the problem underlying the 
present Application, they should be clearly defined according to the description. 

1 : The definition of claim 7 "a construction element" is vague, thereby rendering 
the definition of the subject-matter of said claim unclear (Article 6 PCT). 
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Pn It is also accompanied by a copy of each prior art document cited in this report. 



1. Basis of the report 
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language in which it was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 
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the statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

the statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has been 
furnished 



2. Certain claims were found unsearchable (See Box I). 

3. Unity of Invention Is lacking (see Box II). 

4. With regard to the title, 

[XJ the text is approved as submitted by the applicant. 

I I the text has been established by this Authority to read as follows: 



5. With regard to the abstract, 

I I the text is approved as submitted by the applicant. 

m the text has been estat>lished, according to Rule 38.2(b), by this Authority as it appears in Box III. The applicant may, 
' — ' within one month from the date of mailing of this international search report, submit comments to this Authority. 

6- The figure of the drawings to be published with the abstract is Figure No. 



I I as suggested by the applicant. None of the figures. 

I I because the a^licant failed to suggest a figure. 

I I because this figure better characterizes the invention. 
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International application No. 

mf/US 00/27133 



The present invention provides an article comprising a first element and a 
second element joined to the first element, the first element comprising a film 
web material. The article is characterized in that the film web material 
comprises a polyolefinic homopolymer having a an isotacticlty of less than 60% 
of [mmmm] pentad concentration. 

The present invention further provides a method for manufacturing a film web 
material comprising a step of processing the aforementioned polymeric material, 
the step of processing selected from the group of casting, extruding, blowing, 
and combinations thereof. 

The present invention further provides a method for processing a film web 
material comprising the aforementioned polymer, the process comprising a step 
selected from the group of orienting, bi-axially stretching, crazing, stret- 
ching, shrinking, and combinations thereof. 
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